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By JOSHUA THOMAS
C-S-E Editor

CANAJOHARIE — Appearing before Justice Jay Myers in 
the Village of Canajoharie Court Monday, Canajoharie resident 
Stanley T. Hall, 55, pled ‘not guilty’ to Assault in the Second 
Degree and a new, upgraded felony charge of Second Degree 
Manslaughter.

Both charges were leveled against Hall as a 
result of a deadly New Year’s Eve altercation in 
the village.

Around 11:20 p.m. on Monday, December 
31, the Canajoharie Police Department received 
notice that a male subject, Joseph T. Herting, 63, 
was bleeding on the steps of the 71 Walnut St. 
boarding house.

Upon the Canajoharie Police Department’s arrival, they 
found Hall and Herting in front of the residence, where both 
men lived separately. Herting was “lying on the front stairs and 
appeared to be critically injured,” according to a police depart-
ment-issued press release, while Hall was found lying on the 
sidewalk in front of the residence.

During the following investigation, it was determined that 
an altercation had occurred between Hall and Herting.

Canajoharie Police Chief Bryan MacFadden stated that 
while several items of evidence were recovered from the scene 

CHS annual Winter Ball transports 
attendees to glamorous Hollywood

By JOSHUA THOMAS
C-S-E Editor

CANAJOHARIE — Planning for Saturday’s Canajoharie High School Winter Ball began 
in October, the 19-member Student Council creating and executing every facet of the annual 
event, which invited students from ninth through twelfth grade to dance away the evening 
surrounded by glamorous and iconic Hollywood decor.

Joshua Thomas
From left, Jillian Kretser, Melissa Murphy, Raina Brown, and Christina McLaughlin.

By JOSHUA THOMAS
C-S-E Editor

PALATINE BRIDGE — During Wednes-
day’s Palatine Town Board meeting, postponed 
one week due to last Wednesday’s ice storm, 
Superintendent of Highways Arthur Logan up-
dated the board regarding salt usage, explaining 
that with approximately one and a half months 
left of winter, the department has utilized over 
70 percent of their supply.

Logan said that during last week’s freezing 
rain storm, “we got dangerously low on salt.” 
As such, the Highway Department purchased 
two truck loads from a dealer the town doesn’t 
normally utilize, Logan noting that though that 
salt is $11 more per ton, it’s of higher quality 
than the salt they’re currently using.

The salt the Highway Department usually 

uses, “does not work good,” said Logan, ex-
plaining, “If you’re using it for freezing rain ... 
it doesn’t stay on a slippery road,” explaining 
that it slides off before having a chance to melt 
ice.

Also, he noted that the salt chunks are so 
big, they don’t cover enough surface area to 
adequately melt the ice before it’s scraped off.

Logan noted that the $11 addition per ton 
of the newly purchased salt isn’t that big of a 
difference, estimating that a significant amount 
of the currently-used salt is inadvertently wast-
ed due to its inefficiency.

While Logan said that he normally tries to 
keep the town salt barn — which holds between 
80 and 100 tons — full in case of a situation like 
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By WINNIE BLACKWOOD
For the C-S-E

FONDA — The Mohawk 
Valley Land Bank is making 
strides in rehabilitating sever-
al properties in Montgomery 
County. 

A representative of the 
land bank updated Montgom-
ery County legislators during 
the Economic Development 
and Planning Committee 
meeting Tuesday on proper-
ties that were conveyed to the 
organization in August 2018.

The Montgomery County 
Legislature passed a resolu-
tion during their August 2018 
meeting to convey nine prop-
erties to the land bank that 
were apart of the county’s tax 
foreclosure auction for the tax 
years of 2015 and 2016. 

Parcels of land in the res-
olution were for either reha-
bilitation or demolition by the 
land bank. The parcels iden-
tified were 132 W. Grand St. 
in Palatine Bridge, 224 Main 
St. in Fort Plain with a lot on 
215-217 Main St., 3 W. Main 
Street in St. Johnsville, 219 
Canal St. in Fort Plain with 
a Canal Street lot, 13 Lower 
Prospect St. in Fonda, 63 Cen-
ter St. in Fort Plain, 39 Mon-
roe St. in St. Johnsville and 21 
Lydius St. in Fort Plain.

Properties the land bank is 
looking to rehabilitate include 
132 W. Grand St. in Palatine 
Bridge, 224 Main St. in Fort 
Plain with a lot on 215-217 
Main St., 3 W. Main St. in 
St. Johnsville and 219 Canal 
St. in Fort Plain with a Canal 
Street lot. 

The resolution also in-
cluded a $34,500 contract for 
132 W. Grand St. in Palatine 
Bridge. In the contract, if the 
land bank is unable to stabi-
lize the building within a year 
or if the property remains tax 
exempt for two years, the land 
bank will convey the property 
back to the county.

The goal of the land bank 
is to rehabilitate or stabilize 
neglected and abandoned 
houses to a productive use, or 
in dire situations, to demol-
ish certain properties to help 
strengthen the community and 
fight blight.

Tolga Morawski, execu-
tive director of the land bank, 
told the legislature work to 
stabilize the stone lodge at 132 
Grand St. in Palatine Bridge 
has begun, including install-
ing braces in the exterior and 
interior of its chimneys. Issues 
with the Palatine Bridge prop-
erty include several collapsed 
chimneys, interior water dam-
age, heavy mold growth and 
replacements of the rear porch 
and front bump-out roofs.

“We’ve removed stained 
glass windows from the inte-
rior of the building to protect 
them from further damage,” 
Morawski said. “Some of them 
were in a bay, where there was 
some stone coming off one 
of the chimneys. We are also 
taking out some curved win-
dows that are quite expensive 
to be able to then stabilize that 
whole bay and then we’ll put 
them back in afterwards.”

The land bank is work-
ing in conjunction with the 
State Historic Preservation 
Office (SHIPO) for the Pal-
atine Bridge property to put 
together bid packages to re-
pair its masonry and for other 
projects, including possibly 
removing the building’s addi-
tion in the back. 

“In all the cases of any-
thing that is older than 50 
years, we’ve been working 
with SHIPO to do what’s 
called historic tax credit proj-
ects on these, so that with 
those when they are sold, they 
can be sold with a pretty sig-
nificant tax credit that would 
go to the buyer,” Morawski 
said. “They would be able to 
re-coop on some of the invest-

ment that we’ve put into the 
property.”

The land bank has also 
been working with the neigh-
bors of the 219 Canal St. 
property in Fort Plain that 
comes with a Canal Street lot, 
Morawski said. 

“We are working with 
them to figure out what parts of 
the adjoining lot they wanted, 
and they have different things, 
different issues,” Morawski 
said. “We are addressing trees 
on the site. I think we are mov-
ing six or seven large trees, in-
cluding one at the front that’s 
leaning on a power pole.”

District 2 Legislator Brian 
Sweet asked how the Canal 
Street lot will be parceled and 
the process for its line adjust-
ments. 

“We are required to put 
everything out to bid, but we 
have been working with the 
neighbors, two out of the three 

have already given us their 
desired line adjustments. We 
are just waiting on the third,” 
Morawski said. “So then we 
would put it out to an open bid 
and I don’t necessarily know 
a lot of people are going to 
be bidding for a 5 foot strip 
along the back of somebody’s 
house, so I think the expecta-
tion would be that it would go 
to the adjacent neighbors.”

The adjacent neighbors 
would then have to adjust their 
property lines to incorporate 
the strips of land, Morawski 
said. 

John Mazzarella III, proj-
ect manager of the land bank, 
said their work within the past 
couple months have lead to 
some surprises, including a 
property on the demolish list 
was taken off to instead stabi-
lize and restore it. On the orig-
inal list of properties to de-
molish are 13 Lower Prospect 
St. in Fonda, 63 Center St. in 
Fort Plain, 39 Monroe St. in 
St. Johnsville and 21 Lydius 
St. in Fort Plain. 

Mazzarella said the inside 
of the building at 21 Lydius St. 
was found to be well built and 
has several unique characteris-
tics, such as its trimmings and 
moldings, that date back to the 
Victorian era, which SHIPO 
confirmed. 

“We decided to do some 
stabilization to it instead,” 

Mazzarella said. “We patched 
up the roof, so it gets through 
winter and dries up. Then we 
are going to try to do a resto-
ration project instead to save 
this building. Otherwise, all 
the uniqueness of it will be 
lost.” 

District 6 Legislator John 
Duchessi asked who does 
the analysis of the buildings’ 
conditions. Mazzarella said 
he does the initial assessment 
including looking at framing, 
foundations, roofs and dam-
age to the building. Morawski 
added the land bank works 
with SHIPO and several struc-
tural engineers. 

“With everything we try 
to be very deliberate and go 
through and figure out, miti-
gate asbestos, address and mit-
igate lead where we can and 
things like that, so not only 
is this house going to be re-
used, but that it’s family safe,” 
Morawski said. 

Chairman of the Econom-
ic Development and Planning 
Committee and District 9 Leg-
islator Robert Purtell asked if 
Morawski believes the land 
bank will receive more fund-
ing from the state’s attorney 
general’s office. 

Since Morawski last vis-
ited the legislature in August, 
the land bank has received an 
award of $1.2 million for their 
next round of projects.
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Check Out Our Facebook Page For 
All The Up To Date Specials!

Across From
Adirondack Animal Land

Lakes are frozen and we 
have our bait...shiners, 

spikes and mealworms.

CHECK OUT THESE DEALS OF THE WEEK!

VALID AT GLOVERSVILLE DD ONLY.
Expires 1/31/18
Cannot be combined with any other offer or coupon.

VALID AT GLOVERSVILLE DD ONLY.
Expires 1/31/18
Cannot be combined with any other offer or coupon.

Buy 6 Donuts
Get 6 FREE

VALID AT GLOVERSVILLE DD ONLY.
Expires 1/31/18
Cannot be combined with any other offer or coupon.

VALID AT GLOVERSVILLE DD ONLY.
Expires 1/31/18
Cannot be combined with any other offer or coupon.

$100
OFF

VALID AT GLOVERSVILLE DD ONLY.
Expires 1/31/18
Cannot be combined with any other offer or coupon.

198 Second Ave.
Gloversville, NY 

Valid At Gloversville 
DD Only.

Cannot be combined with any other
offer or coupon.

VALID AT GLOVERSVILLE DD ONLY.
Expires 1/31/18
Cannot be combined with any other offer or coupon.

3 lbs Coffee by pound 2 boxes of K-Cups

$1599
+appl
taxes

$1999
+appl
taxes

Buy 1 Lg. 
Coffee, Get 1 
Free Donut

Buy 1 Lg. 
Coffee, Get 
99¢ Muffin

Gift Baskets Available
Upon Request

Box-O-Joe or 50 Munchkins

Buy 1 Lg. Hot 
Chocolate,
Get 1 Free Donut

VALLEY FAMILY
DENTISTRY PLLC

We work with patients and their Insurance.

High Quality, Gentle, Caring Dentistry
In A Safe and Clean Environment! Most 

Emergencies
seen on

same day

NEW
PATIENTS
WELCOME

Now Performing...

The Oral Cancer Screening as part of our adult exams.

CALL
TODAY! 518-661-6405
2540 State Highway 30 • Mayfield

www.mayfielddentistry.com

Wheelchair Accessible • Children Welcome

Dr. William Hassan, DDS

According to Nacheman, this
is the fourth year B-PMS has par-
ticipated in the competition, and 
students look forward to it.

“What I love the most about 
it is that the eighth graders really 
act as mentors to the sixth grad-
ers — especially this year we 
have key eighth graders who took 
over,” Nacheman said. “I really 
look forward to seeing them shine
on stage.”

Nacheman said although 
generally more males are interest-
ed in the program than females, 
this year a third of the participants 
are young women, as well as two 
of the three presenters. He said he 
hopes more females are inspired 
to go into STEM related fields as 
a result of the program.

The program itself is an after 
school activity that isn’t incorpo-
rated into the school’s normal cur-
riculum, so students spend their 
own time outside of classes to 
participate. However, the school 
does offer a Future City class that 
isn’t part of the competition that 
focuses on learning the skills to 
develop a virtual city in the video 
game and simulator “Sim City.”

Stabrowski said she loves to 
see the students take on leader-
ship roles because it gives them 
more learning opportunities than 
in a normal classroom.

“We have eighth-grade stu-
dents teaching younger students 
how this project works while hon-
ing their skills in communication 
and leadership,” Stabrowski said. 
“The competition is phenomenal 
because it’s so well organized and

structured that it’s nonstop for the 
students. When you participate in 
the competition, it’s such a unique
positive experience that you can’t 
believe how exciting it is for ev-
eryone.”

Regional event

The Capital District compe-
tition was held at The Armory at 
Sage College in Albany on Jan. 13.

Regionally, there were 28 
schools and organizations with 
a total of 30 teams competing in 
the Future City Regional Finals. 
There were approximately 400 
area students participating in the 
competition this year. Regional 
students join more than 40,000 
middle school students from 1,350 
schools in 40 regions around the 
country, all of whom are engaged 
in similar competitions.

First place winners from 
each qualifying regional compe-
tition receive a trip to the Future 
City Competition Finals in Wash-
ington, D.C., Feb. 17 through 21 
during Engineers Week.

In 2017, there were a total of 
20 schools and 27 teams, with a 
total of 375 area students compet-
ing in the regional finals at Proc-
tors Theater in Schenectady. The 
New Lebanon Jr/Sr High School 
won the 2016-17 Regional Cap-
ital District Future City Compe-
tition and represented the area at 
the national competition in Wash-
ington, D.C. 

Other local finalists from 
2017 were: Richard H. O’Ro-
urke Middle School (2nd place); 
Flood Brook School (3rd place); 
B-PMS (4th place); and Academy 
of the Holy Names (5th place).

Dusten Rader/Express Editor
Broadalbin-Perth Middle School students work on a model in preparation of the Future City Regional 
Finals. From left: Ashley Marotta and Emily Mickan; and Trenton Richmond and Albert Zierak.
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Proceeds to benefit local hunger
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Land bank updates legislators on conveyed properties

Winnie Blackwood
Tolga Morawski, executive 
director of the Greater Mohawk 
Valley Land Bank, updates 
Montgomery County legisla-
tors on several conveyed prop-
erties during the Economic 
Development and Planning 
Committee meeting Tuesday.


