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Request for Information (RFI) 
 

RFI Release Date 4/2/2021 

Response Due 4/15/2021 

Clarifying questions to responders (if any) 4/9/2021 

Notification 4/12/2021 

Please respond and submit documents via email to info@gmvlb.org with Park@220 in the 

subject line.  

 

Overview 
 

The Park is owned by the Greater Mohawk Valley Land Bank. LLC, a local public authority and 

nonprofit. GMVLB owns and rents the lots for each trailer. The trailers are either owned by the 

occupant or rented from the trailer owner who is also a resident of the park. 

 

 

 

 

The purpose of the Request For Information (RFI) is to obtain costing and specification 

information from modular factories who have experience building zero energy modular (ZEM) 

homes. Ultimately, a modular factory will be selected to build at least six (6) homes for a 

community that was chosen to participate in a New York State grant program, called Park of the 

Future (POTF).  

POTF will leverage multiple funding sources to buy down the first cost to make the homes 

affordable for the homebuyers, including but not limited to applicable New York State Energy 

Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA) and utility programs, such as NYSERDA’s 

Low-rise Residential New Construction Program, NY Sun, as well as technology-specific 

programs for heat pumps available from utilities. The modular factory will be required to meet 

specification in order to qualify for those incentives. 

Greater Mohawk Valley Land Bank 
500 East Main St. / PO Box 53 
Little Falls, NY  13365-0053 
T: 315-823-0814 

info@gmvlb.org 
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Background 
New York State Homes and Community Renewal (NYSHCR), New York State Energy Research 

and Development Authority (NYSERDA), and the New York State Office of the Attorney General 

(NYSOAG) (“the Agencies”) partnered on an initiative called Park of the Future.  

The goal of POTF is to demonstrate that investments in environmental, social and economic 

sustainability improvements will have tangible affordability, quality and security benefits for both 

the owners and residents of manufactured home park communities. The Agencies released an 

Request For Proposals seeking manufactured housing communities to apply for up to $3,000,000 

in subsidized loans, grants and technical assistance available to manufactured home park 

communities committed to making environmental, social and economic improvements.  

One of the innovative technologies piloted as part of the POTF program is zero energy modular 

(ZEM) homes.  Zero energy is defined as an all-electric home that maximizes building thermal 

shell efficiency and reduces heating and cooling loads such that roof mounted solar PV can 

generate as much electricity as the home uses on an annual basis. Modular construction can be 

less expensive, higher quality and quicker than site-built construction. ZEM homes are a new, 

affordable housing option that result in low or no monthly energy bills for residents.   

 

Park @ 220  
The Park @ 220 is located at 220 Main Road, Herkimer, New York and was recently acquired by 

the Greater Mohawk Valley Land Bank (GMVLB).  The community currently has six mobile homes 

that will be replaced with ZEM homes when the community is redeveloped with support from HCR 

under POTF.  The program is seeking ZEM home designs that are suitable for the community 

layout. A preliminary site drawing is shown in Figure 1. A floor plan, west side elevation, and 

section of a suggested design shall be priced as a baseline for comparison across manufacturers 

in Figure 2. If a manufacturer chooses, they may also provide a second (alternate) unit design 

that would take advantage of the manufacturer’s unique assets and design vision, construction 

process and cost efficiencies while adhering to all energy efficiency and other standards outlined 

in the table below.  

It is expected that GMVLB will contract separately with a local contractor to provide all site work, 

utility services, and foundations (per the design), installed and ready for the modular unit delivery 

and setting. However, please indicate if your company can perform these on-site services and 

provide a line-item price for those services. Please note that two existing on site septic systems 

are to be removed and replaced via connecting the Park to municipal sewer. Should you opt not 

to provide the site work component of this project, you would still be required to coordinate this 

element’s replacement but not it’s cost. A sample crawl space foundation design is shown in 

Figure 3 that would accommodate GMVLB’s baseline floor plan. 
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Figure 1: Park @ 220 Site Plan 

Figure 2: Park @ 220 Floor Plan 
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Figure 3: Park @ 220 Foundation Details 
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Zero Energy Modular Requirements and Design Guidance  
There are many ways to construct a home that operates as zero energy. POTF is seeking 

innovative building designs that maximize thermal shell efficiency and reduce heating and 

cooling loads such that the energy requirements can be met with roof mounted solar PV. The 

program is also seeking recommendations on construction details that minimize cost of 

construction, delivery and installation based on the unique processes at the factory.  Although 

POTF does not want to limit innovation and creativity on the ZEM homes, there are a minimum 

requirement which are listed in Table 1.  Table 2 provides design guidance for consideration 

and discussion.  

Table 1 – POTF Minimum Requirements 

Criteria Requirements 

Off-site construction Home must be built in a factory  

• Volumetric modular 

• Panelized construction 

LMI The homes must meet NYSERDA Tier 3 LMI specifications1 to which will 

qualify the homes for incentives.   

All-electric The homes must be high efficiency all-electric with no combustion 

appliances 

Renewable Energy Solar PV system must be connected to the utility grid and sized to produce 

as much electricity the home uses on an annual basis 

• Roof mounted on-site after setting 

• System configuration that allows homeowner to enroll in available 

low-income net metering and rebate programs  

Size The program is seeking models that are sized to replace the existing 

homes (approximately 1100 sf). POTF will review up to two models 

• Two-bedroom one bath layout as indicated in attached plans 

• Two-bedroom one bath layout as suggested by manufacturer 

 

 

 

 
1   https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/Programs/Low-Rise-Residential 

https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/Programs/Low-Rise-Residential
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Table 2. Design Guidance 

Criteria Design Guidance 

Design Designed according to the principles of: 

• Heating/cooling system design according to: 

o Manual J and Manual D (or equivalent) 

o ACCA Quality Installation Specification 

• ENERGY STAR®  

• Indoor Air Plus 

• ASHRAE 62.22 

• WaterSense 

• Zero Energy Ready Homes3 

Solar system sized to meet modeled annual energy demand using PV Watts (or 

equivalent)  

Energy 

Efficienc

y 

This table is one example of how a home can achieve Zero Energy 

Floor R-40 

Walls R-42 

Windows U-0.21 

Doors R-5 

Ceiling R-60 

Infiltration 1 ACH50 

Heating 11 HSPF 

Cooling 26 SEER 

Domestic Hot Water 2.75 EF 

Duct Insulation n/a (Ducts run in conditioned space) 

Duct Leakage n/a (Ducts run in conditioned space) 

Ventilation Balanced 

Efficient Lighting (LED) 100% 

Appliances ENERGY STAR+ 

Roof Mounted Solar PV 7.5 kW 
 

 

  

 
2 Whole unit and local exhaust sections of ASHRAE 62.2 2013 
3 https://www.energy.gov/sites/prod/files/2019/04/f62/DOE%20ZERH%20Specs%20Rev07.pdf 
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RFI Proposal Format  
The proposal will be the mechanism for proposers to demonstrate their readiness for undertaking 

the planning, design and construction efforts around six (6) ZEM modular homes.  

To facilitate the proposal review process, proposers should submit the proposal according to the 

following structure. 

• Introduction 

o Description of Factory and Business 

o Annual number of homes built over the past five (5) years 

o Company’s Philosophy on Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy 

o Approach to Incorporating Healthy Building Materials 

o Key information about the Company and how it is uniquely qualified to perform and 

complete the services requested under this RFI.  

• Project/Development Team  

o Identify the organizations involved in the proposed project. For example, would 

you build and install the homes (pull construction and utility permits, coordinate 

site work, install foundation) or would you have multiple contractors on your team? 

• Qualifications 

o Describe how your team meets the minimum requirements. 

o Describe anticipated lead time needed to construct and deliver proposed 

design(s). 

o Do you install solar on site? 

• Cost and Payment Structure 

o Provide price sheets and specifications for existing models that meet the RFI 

requirements along with a rate chart. 

o Describe your contracting and progress payment structure. 

Responses that meet the RFI requirements will be reviewed by GMVLB and in partnership with 

energy consultants. Facilities that submit proposals may be asked to interview by phone to 

address any potential questions or clarifications outlined in the proposal. Proposers will be notified 

if they are requested to attend an interview. Following review and the selection of a building 

design, GMVLB will release an RFP and request proposals from each qualified builder.  

 


